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It all started with my mother (you know what they say, if it’s not one thing, it’s your
mother!).My mom, Carol, married young and found herself in a hopeless situation. One Saturday
morning her neighbor, Jean, invited her to church. She heard for the first time that the Lord
loved her, gave his life for her and had a plan and a purpose for her life. She accepted Christ and
vowed to follow Him for the rest of her days. She joined a women’s Bible Study group, called
the Deborah class, those women loved her and became involved in her life. She began to

thrive! They taught her practical lessons about life, marriage and finances, but also spiritual
things that she longed to know more about. This investment changed the course of history for
her, my family and generations to come. (They didn’t call “it” Women’s Ministry back then, but
that is exactly what it was!)

My name is Deborah Jean. It was given to me in honor of those women who made a difference in
her life. Little did we know that for my mom “the rest of her days” would not be many. She lost
a battle with cancer and stepped into Heaven when she was 40. I was 23 and had a five week old
baby boy. Jarrad was her first grandchild.

I was devastated and depressed. But the Lord began to walk other women into my life that made
a huge impact. My mom, because she died so young, was not my spiritual mentor. It was other
women that made a significant spiritual investment in my life. They loved me and prayed me
through some very dark days. And I began to thrive!

As a leader in Women’s Ministry, how are you investing in the lives of other women? How are
you helping other women to do the same?

Your efforts can change the course of history. The “face” of Mentoring Ministries continues to
change, some have gone more organic, others have added new aspects. Some churches have
eliminated “mentoring programs” stating: “It didn’t work™...but the “fact” remains the
same....The Lord asked us to do it! (Titus 2:3-5) There are only a couple of scriptures in God’s
Word where He asks women to do something for him — so let’s be found doing what we were
asked to do!

What fresh perspective or creative ideas can you share about the offering a Mentoring Ministry?

“From that city many believed in Him because of the testimony of the women” (John 4:39)

“One life is of priceless value to God’s Kingdom and yours may be that life.”- Oswald
Chambers


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus%202:3-5&version=HCSB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%204:39&version=HCSB

