<

Sensitivity to

Children from

Non-Christian
Homes

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY




1 4 " f . = d fsyyr vV B ik e
‘odaVv S Chnilaren s viin SLI'Y

By Dana Wilkerson

What are you doing to minister specifically to children from non-Christian
homes? Perhaps this subgroup of children is always in the forefront of
your mind, but there’s also the possibility that you don’t differentiate
between children from Christian and non-Christian homes. While we’re
not suggesting you single out these children, it is important to consider
their unique situations and be tuned in to their distinctive needs. This
downloadable resource will help you begin to think about how you can be
sensitive to children from non-Christian homes.
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HOW TO USE “SENSITIVITY TO CHILDREN FROM NON-CHRISTIAN HOMES” ( \

Leader’s Guide:
How to use this download with your
children’s ministry team. N

Welcome to TODAY s CHILDREN 'S MINISTRY. You 've purchased a resource that draws
from the experience of children’s ministry leaders and the editorial staff of Today’s
Children’s Ministry. Through these materials, your ministry team will gain insight and
practical tips gleaned from years of innovation and experience in children’s ministry.

ToDAY’s CHILDREN s MINISTRY works when you want, where you want, and the way
you want. Whether you want to inform your ministry’s leadership or to train your
volunteers, TODAY 's CHILDREN s MINISTRY materials are completely flexible and easy
to use.

You probably already have regularly scheduled meetings or training huddles with
your children’s ministry team. TODAY 'S CHILDREN 'S MINISTRY fits easily into what
you 're already doing. Here’s how to use TODAY’S CHILDREN 'S MINISTRY at the
beginning of such a meeting:

1. Select a handout. Suppose, for example, you want to know how to adjust your
curriculum to be sensitive to the needs of children from non-Christian homes. You would
select “Curriculum Issues.”

2. Print and photocopy the handout. Photocopy as many copies of the handout as you
need—you do not need to ask for permission to photocopy any material from TODAY 'S
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY (as long as you are using the material in a church or educational
setting and are not charging for it).

3. Prepare for discussion. We recommend you read the material and any relevant
Scripture passages listed in the material.

4. Lead the discussion. Most handouts can be read within five minutes. After you have
allowed time for reading, begin the discussion by asking one of the provided questions, or
move your team through the following questions:

e  “Why are these principles important for successful ministry?”

e “How well does our ministry currently incorporate these principles?”

e “What one or two practical things could we do in the next year to improve in this

area?”

Pray

Pray that your hearts and minds will be open to the ways in which God wants you
to serve children from non-Christian homes.
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TRAINING MATERIALS ( \

Discard Your Assumptions

Realize that each child’s situation is different.

1 John 5:1-2

We all make assumptions, and we all get burned by those assumptions at times. When
children’s spiritual lives are at stake, we need to make sure we re not making
assumptions that will hurt them. Take a look at four assumptions we need to discard
when working with children from non-Christian homes.

Don’t Assume Kids’ Parents Care for Them

When trying to explain abstract concepts or the ways God cares for us, we often say
things like, “Just like your parents will always love you, God will always love you.”
The truth is that’s not always true. Some parents simply don’t love their kids. They use
them, they abuse them, they resent them . . . the list could go on and on. And if kids’
parents don’t love them and care for them, we don’t want them to equate their parents’
feelings and actions with God’s. So instead of saying the aforementioned phrase, try
saying something like, “Imagine someone who loves you no matter what. That’s what
God is like. He will always love you, no matter what you do or what happens to you.

Don’t Assume Kids’ Parents Don’t Care for Them

On the other hand, we also can’t assume that kids from non-Christian homes aren’t
loved and cared for. Many non-Christian homes are very loving and caring, and though
it’s hard to admit it, some non-Christian parents treat their kids better than some
Christian parents do. The bottom line is that each family is different, whether Christian
or non-Christian, and we need to be sensitive to each unique situation.

Don’t Assume Kids’ Parents Will Support What They Learn in Church

Non-Christian parents send their kids to church for a variety of reasons. The reasons
aren’t important, but it’s a fact that some parents are supportive and others aren’t. In
addition, when kids come from broken homes, they may well live with supportive
Christian parents part of the time and apathetic non-Christian (or even anti-Christian)
parents the rest of the time. Also, while it is true that Christian parents are primarily
responsible for the spiritual education of their children, many don’t take on that
responsibility. So make the most of the short time you are with the kids each week—
that may be the only time any adult ever speaks positively to them about God.

Don’t Assume Kids Know Anything About God and the Bible

Those of us who grew up in church and in Christian families can’t imagine not
knowing who Moses is or who Noah is or, for that matter, who Jesus is. But there will
be kids who have never heard those names (at least not in a positive way). When new
kids join your ministry, take time to find out what their church background is and what
they know—or don’t know—about God and the Bible. If you think a child is just
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starting to learn about God, don’t put him or her on the spot to answer a question or
share an experience. They will likely already feel uncomfortable in a new setting, and
we don’t want to scare them away simply because of our mistaken assumptions.

1. What are some other assumptions we make about kids?
2. What is one practical way we can combat each false assumption?

3. Which specific kids in our ministry do we need to be sensitive to in these areas?
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TRAINING MATERIALS ( \

Curriculum Issues

Consider changes you might need to make to your curriculum.
1 Corinthians 9:19-23 \ 4

Curriculum publishers don’t intend to be insensitive to the needs of children from non-
Christian homes, but there are occasionally activities, dialogue, or take-home activities
that would be better suited for those kids if minor adjustments were made. Start
thinking about ways you might make some changes to your current curriculum in order
to be sensitive to all kids.

Activities

When evaluating activities, the main concern isn’t the activities themselves but the
knowledge and experience kids bring to the activities. (Remember that assumption?)
For example, if the activity has kids looking up Scriptures, don’t assume that even older
kids know how to find verses in the Bible. Always include tips the leader can use to
help kids look up specific Bible verses. Use the same sensitivity with prayer activities.
Some kids will have never prayed—or have never even heard someone pray. Always
provide guidance, direction, and explanation when asking kids to pray. In addition,
don’t put kids on the spot when it comes to prayer. If they don’t feel comfortable doing
it, don’t try to force them to participate.

Dialogue

We touched on this in the “Discard Your Assumptions” handout, but it’s important
enough to mention again. Check all dialogue in your curriculum to make sure it does
not make assumptions about kids’ home lives that will make an impact on the way they
view and understand God.

Take-Home Papers

This is a tricky area, because non-readers depend upon their parents to help them do
any activities on a take-home paper. But even older kids are often asked to do an
activity with a parent, discuss something with a parent, or ask parents questions about
their own spiritual experiences. Some non-Christian parents will be supportive, willing
to help their kids and able to answer questions, but others will not. Consider ways to
adjust take-home activities so that kids can do them on their own if a parent isn’t
available to help or participate with them.
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In what ways might we need to adjust activities, specifically those that include
Scripture searches and prayer?

How can we improve our current take-home papers in order to minister better to
kids from non-Christian families?

. What will be our process for making these adjustments each week?
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TRAINING MATERIALS

Christian Mentotrs
Create a structure for kids to interact with Christian adults.

Proverbs 22:6

Kids from non-Christian families need good Christian mentors. This will not only help
them mature spiritually, but it will also give them a picture of how Christian adults live
out their faith in everyday life. There are many ways to go about creating a mentoring
program, and it definitely won'’t be a quick or easy undertaking, but it will be well
worth the effort. The guidelines below will help you get started.

Safety First
When choosing mentors, as with other leaders in your children’s ministry, you must
complete thorough background checks. In addition, an adult should never be alone with
just one child. Make sure your mentors know the church’s guidelines and legal
responsibilities and stick to them.

The Maturity Factor

It might seem that the most important thing to look for in a mentor is that the person
should be a fantastic parent. While there’s nothing wrong with choosing great parents
as mentors, don’t overlook single people and married people without children. They
may have a calling to minister to children, be uniquely gifted for children’s ministry,
and/or have a unique background that would make them great mentors. The main thing
to look for in a mentor is spiritual maturity. These adults need to be positive Christian
role models who are secure in their faith.

Structure Is a Must

Take plenty of time to create a good structure for your mentoring program. Don’t just
pair kids up with adults and send them on their merry way. Create guidelines, set
specific meeting times, and plan special events just for kids and mentors. While it may
seem tedious, everyone will thank you for it.

Invite All Children to Participate

Instead of just singling out kids from non-Christian homes to participate in a mentoring
program, open it up to all kids. Even kids from Christian homes will benefit from the
wisdom and friendship of a Christian adult outside their families.
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1. What are our initial thoughts on creating a mentoring program?
2. What are the first steps we need to take to create a mentoring program?

3. Who are five people we can initially talk to about becoming mentors?
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TRAINING MATERIALS ( \

A Matter of Honor

Think about ways kids can honor non-Christian parents.

Exodus 20:12

How kids honor non-Christian parents can be a huge issue in some families, based on
the parents’ beliefs and actions. What if the parents are negative about God and
Christianity? What if the parents are involved in illegal and sinful activities? What if
the parents ask their kids to do something illegal or sinful? These are some great
questions to think about and discuss in your leadership group. Below are some ideas to
help you start thinking about how to guide kids to honor their parents.

Obedience

Obedience is a tricky issue when it comes to kids from non-Christian homes. While the
majority of parents will never ask their children to do something sinful, there are a
handful who will. Kids need to understand that honoring their parents means obeying
them, as long as what their parents ask them to do isn’t something God would consider
wrong. You’ll need to take action if you learn that parents have asked kids to do
something that’s bad. If you do not have a specific guidelines for handling this and
similar situations, you will need to craft a policy to guide you.

Prayer

Encourage kids to pray for their parents—both non-Christian and Christian. One way
children can honor their parents is by thanking God for them and asking God to guide
them in life and in their parenting.

Personal Witness

How better can a child honor his or her parents than by sharing the gospel of Jesus
Christ with them? Curricula often include lessons on telling others about Jesus. Often
those activities lean toward encouraging kids to tell their friends about Jesus, but it’s
easy to add in family members when talking about evangelism. While heavy-handed
evangelism will probably turn parents off, we can simply challenge kids to tell their
parents what they learned in church that day.

What You Can Do

Honoring parents isn’t just something for kids to do but for churches to do, as well.
Even if kids’ parents don’t attend church, most of them will drop off and pick up their
kids. During those times, make an effort to get to know them and encourage them by
bragging about their kids. Also, when holding events that parents can attend, consider
any obstacles non-Christian parents might have against coming and strive to overcome
those obstacles. Do they need childcare for their infant during an elementary-aged
program? Let them know it’s provided. Are they afraid they won’t know anyone? If
you’ve talked to them as they’ve brought their children each week, they know you!
Make each of their experiences at church as positive as possible.
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How will we respond to a child whose parents ask him to do sinful things?

How will we encourage kids to tell their parents about Jesus?

. What are three practical ways we can honor non-Christian parents in our

ministry?
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Todays Children’s Ministry: Children’s ministry training resources from Christianity Homes

Today International

www.TodaysChildrensMinistry.com

Building Church Leaders: Leadership training resources from Christianity Today
International

www.BuildingChurchLeaders.com
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